BOSTON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


3  9999  06543  403  5 


■    M 


am 
i 

■P 


mMM 

"V-  ft 


The    People   of   Boston   and   their 
Ne  ighborhoods . 


* 


I 


Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
Research  Department. 
June  1974 


eoPkS 

■Wmt 

■  1  i^A 

sag  vtMfc  -ii.oi 


.;•-*.'■ 


|H 


4'"  M 


cat.  no.   6G    2507 


ac  :o 

CHICAGO 
LONE  -.  : 


MEXICO.  D.  F. 


Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
Research  Department 
June  1974 


THE  PEOPLE  OF  BOSTON 
AND  THEIR  NEIGHBORHOODS 


For  BOSTON'S  LONG-RANGE  PLAN,  a  series  of  quantitative 
analyses,  projections,  and  targets  for  population,  income 
and  housing,  for  the  City  as  a  whole,  and  by  neighborhoods, 
has  been  prepared.   See  Tables  I  through  V. 

The  analyses  of  trends,  patterns,  prospects  and  potential, 
and  the  formulation  of  strategies,  goals  and  programs,  to  which 
they  relate,  will  be  amply  presented  in  a  planning  report  now 
in  preparation.   This  interim  statement  summarizes  the  nature 
of  the  projections  and  the  targets. 

The  future  of  the  population  of  the  City  and  their  neigh- 
borhoods is  intimately  related  to  national  and  local  social, 
economic,  and  demographic  trends  and  prospects,  and  their 
differential  impact  on  Boston's  neighborhoods. 

Revival  of  the  City's  economy  has  been  underway  for 
some  ten  years  now  with  growth  in  jobs,  production  and 
investment,  responding  to  a  newly  expanding  role  of  Boston's 
broad  based  services  activity  economy,  reflecting  national 
patterns,  and  prospects  for  substantial  growth  over  the 
next  decade  are  outstanding. 
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The  revitalization  of  the  City  as  a  place  to  live  is 
of  more  recent  vintage,  dating  from  the  large  scale  improve- 
ment of  community  facilities  and  urban  amenities,  beginning 
in  the  late  1960's,  and  new  population  growth  since  1970, 
reversing  two  decades  of  decline.   Associated  with  these 
trends  are  the  expanding  opportunities  for  jobs,  the  rise  in 
income  levels,  the  increase  in  educational  attainment,  and 
the  improvement  in  occupational  skills.   A  key  social  and 
demographic  factor  is  the  concentration  of  national  and 
local  population  growth,  in  the  1970 's,  in  the  25  to  34  year 
age  group,  with  their  preference  for  city  living.  . 

Happily  for  Boston,  for  the  first  time  in  two  decades, 
the  City  is  now  experiencing  population  pressures,  and  these 
are  expected  to  continue  over  the  next  decade,  as  a  consequence 
of  the  social,  economic  and  demographic  factors  alluded  to. 
The  pressures  are  welcome,  because  they  are  an  index  of  the 
process  of  revitalization  underway,  along  with  the  notable 
rise  in  residential  property  values. 

At  the  same  time,  emerging  City  policy  will  encourage 
but  constrain  growth,  in  deference  to  neighborhood 
preferences  for  conservation,  stabilization  and  cohesion. 
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This  policy  is  being  enforced  through  the  City's  powers 
of  zoning,  code  enforcement,  and  planning.   As  a  conse- 
quence, the  population  growth  anticipated  by  1985,  in  com- 
parison with  1970,  may  be  limited  to  50,000  people. 

Growth  will  be  concentrated  in  the  25  to  34  year  old 
age  group,  reflecting  the  influx  of  young  adults,  with 
better  levels  of  income.   The  growth  of  "unrelated  individuals" 
which  proceeded  in  the  1960s  while  the  City  was  losing 
families,  will  dominate  the  population  rise  anticipated,  but 
the  reversal  of  the  outflow  of  families  is  also  foreseen. 
The  college  age  population  is  not  expected  to  grow  much 
further.   The  lesser  growth  in  the  "under  19"  age  group 
anticipated  reflects  both  national  and  local  trends. 

Important  changes  in  social  structure  are  projected, 
with  growth  in  income,  reduction  in  poverty,  and  an  influx 
of  middle  and  upper  income  households,  resulting  in  a  narrowing 
of  the  gap  in  income  levels  between  the  City  and  the  metro- 
politan area.  .The  number  of  families  with  incomes  of  $15,000 
and  over,  (measured  in  dollars  of  constant  value  at  1970 
prices)  is  expected  to  double  by  1985,  in  comparison  with 
1970. 
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With  population  growth  and  the  rise  in  income,  the 
demand  for  new  housing  will  expand.   New  construction  to 
meet  this  demand,  already  evidenced  by  developers'  plans, 
will  be  supplemented  by  modest  programs  for  housing  for  the 
elderly  and  for  other  low  and  moderate  income  families,  -  all 
within  the  constraints  of  city  policy  limiting  population 
growth.   Targets  for  new  construction  of  45,000  dwelling 
units  by  1985,  in  comparison  with  1970,  have  been  established, 
and  reflect  anticipated  demolitions  of  18,000  dwelling  units, 
for  a  net  increase  of  27,000. 
Neighborhood  Patterns 

Growth  will  be  concentrated  in  the  neighborhoods  of 
"young  singles,  young  marrieds  and  the  elderly",  reflecting 
the  role  and  preferences  of  the  influx  of  young  adults, 
availability  of  construction  sites,  and  intensity  of 
developer  interest  and  plans.   City  policy  will  foster  and 
channel  development  here,  with  due  respect  for  conservation  . 
districts. 

A  modest  population  increase  is  foreseen  for  the  older 
neighborhoods,  the  inner  suburbs,  and  the  suburban  type 
neighborhoods,  reflecting  both  the  process  of  revitalization 
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underway  and  anticipated,  and  the  city  policy  of  constrain- 
ing growth  in  deference  to  neighborhood  preferences  for 
stability  and  cohesion,  and  the  limited  availability  of 
construction  sites. 

For  the  inner  city  neighborhoods,  a  continued,  though 
much  reduced,  rate  of  population  loss  is  projected,  in  view 
of  the  anticipated  demolition  of  obsolescent  housing,  and 
the  limited  possibilities  for  substantial  new  construction. 
Here,  city  policy  will  focus  on  stabilization,  rehabilitation, 
and  - people  services . 

The  tools  for  implementing  the  strategy  outlined  above 
include  the  City's  public  facilities  program,  the  urban 
renewal  program,  code  enforcement,  zoning,  housing  fix-up 
loan  insurance,  tax  incentives  for  fix-up,  state  and 
federal  housing  programs,  job  development,  the  role  of  the 
Little  City  Halls  and  the  Mayor's  Office  of  Public  Services, 
advocate  planning,  and  planning  for  the  City  as  a  whole. 
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